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A union formed by chemi- 
cal societies in Europe
(ChemPubSoc Europe) has 
taken the significant step 
into the future by merging 
their traditional journals, to 
form two leading chemistry 
journals, the European Journal 
of Inorganic Chemistry and the 
European Journal of Organic 
Chemistry. Three further mem- 
bers of ChemPubSoc Europe 
(Austria, Czech Republic and 
Sweden) are Associates of the 
two journals.

COVER PICTURE

The cover picture shows the intermolecular interac-
tions between the marine-derived dictyostatin and
the β-tubulin binding site, as well as some import-
ant molecular fragments of the required 15-step se-
quence to produce the C11�C23 fragment (high-
lighted in blue) of dictyostatin in good overall
yield. Dictyostatin, an unsaturated 22-membered
macrolactone containing 11 stereocenters, a (Z)-
alkene, and two diene systems, exhibits potent
antitumoral activity as a consequence of its re-
versible and specific binding to the β-tubulin cav-
ity and modulation of microtubule function. De-
tails of the synthesis and characterization of the
C11�C23 fragment are reported in the Short
Communication by L. C. Dias et al. on p.
1491ff. The authors thank Ms. Lı́via B. Salum
for her contribution to the design of the cover
picture.
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